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Human beings exhibit enormous behavioural diversity within
and between populations and have succeeded in populating
most of the globe. People vary in their social, mating and
parenting behaviour and have diverse and elaborate cultural
traits, traditions, norms and institutions. This issue asks
whether - and how - evolutionary theory can help us to
understand this behavioural diversity.

The introductory article starts by examining how diversity
has been viewed by the main sub-disciplines within the
human evolutionary behavioural sciences, namely: human
behavioural ecology, evolutionary psychology and cultural
evolution.

= . Other articles attempt to cross these traditional boundaries
or provide noveI perspectlves on human behaviour, whilst philosophers of science also evaluate the
concept of innateness and examine how social institutions can be incorporated into the evolutionary
analysis of human behaviour.

An overarching theme is that the rigorous application of recent advances in evolutionary theory can
help us to understand diversity in human behaviour, but that a satisfactory evolutionary framework
requires greater integration between sub-disciplines.

Access online at:
rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/site/2011/evolution-human-behavioural.xhtml

The print issue is available at the specially reduced price shown above. To place an order at this
price, please send payment by cheque (made payable to Portland Customer Services) or by Visa or
MasterCard (quoting reference TB 1563) to:

Portland Customer Services, Commerce Way, Colchester CO2 8HP, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1206 796351 Email: sales@portland-services.com

For information on related issues of Philosophical Transactions B, please visit:
rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/info/environment-evolution
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